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THE PARTY AND THE OUTFIT FOR THE 
GREENLAND JOURNEY. 



Mr. Peary's expedition left New York on the 6th 
of June ; and the following letter, which appeared 
in the Sun of June 7, is reprinted as a record of 
interest to the Society, no less than to the friends whose 
good wishes go with the intrepid explorer and his com- 
panions : 

" It was the writer's desire that his simple and unpretentious project 
for the determination of the northern terminus of Greenland should be 
allowed to materialize, and the party to start quietly and without notice 
beyond the circle of those immediately interested. After the return of 
the party, if successful, would have seemed an appropriate time for gen- 
eral notice. The publicity given the matter, though it has largely in^ 
creased my work in attending to a host of correspondents, comprising 
friends, scientific men, applicants for positions on the expedition, enthu- 
siasts, cranks, and others, has had advantages, in that it has brought to 
my attention special items of supplies and equipment of recent produc- 
tion which otherwise I should not have known of and which may be of 
much value. It has also made me acquainted with men whom it is a 
pleasure and an honor to know. 

The wide-spread and entirely unexpected popular interest in my pro- 
ject has made it seem appropriate that I should comply with the request 
to take the public into my confidence, and tell details of interest, of my 
project and preparations. My project and theory is very simple, and 
can be stated briefly. 

My party of six will be landed in June or early in July at Whale Sound 
latitude 77°. 30' north. 

The house will be erected at once, and the remainder of this season 
will be devoted to hunting for the winter's supply of meat, examining 
the features of the Whale Sound region, collecting natural objects, and 
more especially, to reconnoissances of the Inland ice in various directions. 

It is anticipated that one of these reconnoissances will be carried 
across the great tongue of the Inland ice covering Prudhoe land to the 
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southern angle of Humboldt Glacier and an advance depot for the main 
sledge journey established there. 

The winter will be occupied in making and fitting sledges, clothing, 
and all travelling equipment, and in snowshoe and skier practice, for 
which the level surface of Inglefield Gulf (head of Whale Sound) is es- 
pecially adapted. 

Early next spring four or five of the party will start over the Inland 
ice to Humboldt Glacier, with full sledges and dogs, if practicable. 
Should favorable advance be made, this party will continue on from 
Humboldt Glacier to the head of Petermann Fjord. Here a second 
depot of supplies will be deposited, and from this point the advance 
party of two or three will push on with full sledges, the others returning 
to Whale Sound, to devote their time during the absence of the main 
party to meteorological observations, collecting and surveying. 

The main party will proceed from the head of Petermann Fjord to 
the head of Sherard Osborn Fjord, establish a depot there, thence to the 
head of De Long Fjord, establish a depot there, thence to the northern 
terminus. 

This point reached and determined, the main party will retrace its 
steps to Whale Sound, taking up the various depots, and the entire party 
will then seize the first opportunity to come out. 

The salient features of the project are the smallness of the party and 
the utilization of the great interior ice plateau, the imperial highway of 
inner Greenland, as a road, instead of the sea of ice, and the whole theory 
of the project rests upon the now well-established fact that the interior 
of south and middle Greenland is covered with an uninterrupted ice cap, 
and the more than probability (in my opinion) that in north Greenland 
the conditions are the same and the icecap nearh', if not quite, coexten- 
sive with the land. 

I recognize the fact that there are many ways in which the reality 
may vary from the above, and feel that when the elaborate and scien- 
tific theories of such eminent men as Dr. Petermann and Baron Nord- 
enskjald, as to conditions in the Arctic beyond the horizon of actual ex- 
ploration, have been shown by subsequent exploration to be entirely 
erroneous, it is more than nonsense for a novice to predict what he will 
or will not find. 

My personal impression is that the northern terminus of Greenland is 
not north of the 85° parallel of latitude, and that the inner ice cap is 
practically coextensive with the land ; and this opinion is shared bv 
Judge Daly and, I think, by most other eminent geographers. 

But whether this is the case, or whether Greenland extends as an 
Arctic continent across the pole, or is connected more or less loosely by 



258 Party and Outfit for the Greenland Journey. 

detached masses of land with Franz Josef- Land, or whether the ice cap 
ends at about the 82d parallel, as in Grinnell Land, I feel confident that 
in any contingency the efforts of my party will result in discoveries of 
interest, and, I hope, of considerable value to the scientific world. 

Should the Greenland ice cap terminate at or south of the 82d parallel, 
as Gen. Greely believes, I shall endeavor to follow its edge to the un- 
known east coast above Cape Bismarck. 

The especial advantages of my overland route over all others I regard 
to be as follows : 

The possibility of laying a straight course from point to point, with the 
certainty that no tidal crack or chaos of heaped up ice will compel a long 
detour, or stop all further advance ; that every foot travelled is a foot 
advanced, and the comforting assurance that nothing can happen to 
cut off the retreat. 

The even and unvarying character of the surface to be traversed, and 
the gain in lightness of sledges and equipment, and rapidity of advance 
resulting therefrom. 

The length of season (at least six months) during which sledging may 
be prosecuted. 

The facilities that the " nunataks," or island mountain tops, which 
project above the " Inland ice " at distances varying from two or three to 
forty miles from the edge of the ice, offer for forming depots of pro- 
visions. 

Depots placed on these " nunataks " are safe from the attacks of bears 
or other animals, and the " nunatak " itself forms a prominent land- 
mark by which to recover the depot. 

The exceptional value of the elevation of the route in accurately chart- 
ing the coast and detecting the existence of more northerly land or lands. 
From the heights of the ice cap, with miles of the coast lying like a map 
below, it can be charted with an accuracy and rapidity unknown to one 
toiling from headland to headland along the sea-shore. 

My base is the one advocated by Kane, Hayes, Hall, Judge Daly, 
and almost every American Arctic authority ; a region having a small 
and kindly native population, abounding in game, and within easy reach 
of the whalers which pass Cape York every year, on their way to the fish- 
ing grounds in Lancaster sound and adjacent waters. 

My proposed line of advance is absolutely direct throughout each 
stage. If it were not desirable to touch at the heads of Petermann, Sher- 
ard Osborn, and the other principal fjords which interrupt the north- 
ern coast, and determine their length and the characteristics of theii 
heads, the line of march might follow very closely a great circle course 
from the head of Whale Sound to beyond Lockwood's " farthest." 
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As to the dangers and hardships of an eighteen months' sojourn 
above the 77th parallel, sentiment and imagination aside, I believe them 
to be no greater than they would be in northern Norway, Siberia, the 
higher Alps, or, to come nearer home, in Montana or Dakota in winter. 

It may be news to many to know that there are now in Greenland, 
under climatic conditions and environment, similar to those of my pro- 
posed headquarters, Danish officers with their wives and families, living 
the same home life as the better classes here, with their window gardens, 
their music, their books, and all the other accessories of culture. 

Judge Daly, the distinguished President of the American Geographi- 
cal Society, who has been actively interested in and intimately associa- 
ted with every American Arctic expedition from Kane's to the present 
one, says : 

" Peary's plan of exploration, which he has made known to me in 
writing, is a very judicious one, and, if carried out as he proposes, will in 
all probability be successful. 

" An exploration of the Arctic for the purpose merely of reaching the 
North Pole is undertaking the accomplishment of simply a geographical 
feat ; but an exploration of the Arctic in its entirety is something of 
practical importance, for until we know more than we do now of what 
takes place in the movement of the air and of the water in the Arctic we 
shall not acquire what we ought to know of the laws of aerial and 
oceanic currents, a knowledge of great importance for navigation as well 
as for other purposes. 

" An essential part of this knowledge is the form and direction of 
northern Greenland. The late distinguished German geographer, Peter- 
mann, was of the opinion that Greenland was a continent that stretched 
across the whole of the Arctic, but I have never been satisfied with his 
reason. My own impression has been that the Arctic is an archipelago 
of islands and that Greenland is one, terminating not much further north 
than the furthest point reached by our own explorers ; and Peary's pro- 
jected exploration, from the direction he intends to take and the man- 
ner in which he proposes to conduct it, will, I think, settle that question, 
an important one in respect to the mass of waters in the Arctic and their 
movement and direction in connection with the motion of the earth." 

I shall endeavor to collect all scientific material and make all obser- 
vations practicable, but my first and last object will be the attainment 
and determination of the northern terminus of Greenland, and every- 
thing will be subservient to that.. 

THE MEMBERS OF THE PARTY. 

I shall be accompanied by five young men, and the following particu- 
lars about the members of the party may be of interest : 
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John M. Verhoeff, of Louisville, Ky., is a young man of 25, educated 
in an Eastern university, a mineralogist, and, though somewhat below the 
average in stature, has a magnificent lung development and a record for 
endurance and cross-country walking. Mr. Verhoeff has contributed 
generously to the expenses of the expedition. 

Dr. Frederick A. Cook, the surgeon of the expedition, is an able 
young physician and surgeon, a native of New York State, a graduate of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons and of the University of the 
city of New York, and has been in practice in New York City for sev- 
eral years. He is 26 years old, strongly built, height 5 feet 9 inches, 
weight 1 50 pounds, lung expansion 5 inches. 

Langdon Gibson, of Flushing, L. I., is a stalwart young fellow of 26, and 
one of the many active and enthusiastic members of the American Orni- 
thologists' Union. He was one of the Brown-Stanton party in the memor- 
able Colorado Cafion survey of 1 889-1 890, and knows what arduous 
work is. He is six feet tall, weighs 178 pounds, and has an exceptionally 
fine lung development. 

Eivind Astriip, of Christiania, Norway, is a stalwart young fellow, 
who has but recently come to this country. He is the son of the com- 
mander of the Royal Civil Guard of Christiania, a first-class graduate of 
the Christiania Commercial College, and a winner of numerous prizes 
in athletic sports, especially ski-running. He is 5 feet 7 inches in height, 
weighs 167 pounds, and has a lung expansion of 4 inches. 

Matthew Henson is a hardy young colored man, a native of Virginia, 
23 years old, His intelligence and faithfulness, combined with more than 
average pluck and endurance, as shown during several years that he has 
been with me through varying experiences, part of the time in Nicara- 
guan jungles, lead me to regard him as a valuable member of the party. 

The members of my party are all young, and, in addition to posses- 
sing first-class physique and perfect health, they are men of education 
and attainments. I believe this to be the type of man best ritted to en- 
dure with minimum effect the ordeal of the Arctic winter, and to effect- 
ively execute a two or three months' dash on sledges, where intelligent 
will-power, elasticity, and enthusiasm are at a premium over the stolid 
endurance of muscles hardened by years of work. 

Mrs. Peary will accompany the party to Whale Sound. Possessed 
of youth, health, energy, and enthusiastic interest in the work, she sees 
no reason why she cannot endure conditions and environment similar to 
those in which Danish wives in Greenland pass years of their life. In 
this opinion I fully concur, and believe that in many ways her presence 
and assistance will contribute to the valuable results of the expedition, 
as they have been invaluable to me in the preparation. 
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FOOD SUPPLIES OF THE EXPEDITION. 

The food supply of the party is not materially different from that of 
the later Arctic expeditions. Tea, coffee, sugar, and milk are in quantity 
sufficient to last two and a half years ; other supplies for a year and a 
half. But little meat will be taken, outside of the pemmican for the 
sledge journey, as there is an abundance of reindeer, ptarmigan, Arctic 
hares, foxes, ducks, loons, seals, and walrus in and about Whale Sound. 

Special items of interest, principally for the sledge journey, are as 
follows : Tea, compressed into one-fourth pound cakes, partially divided 
like chocolate, into one-fourth ounce squares. Each square, when broken 
off and crumbled up, will make a generous cup of tea. This tea was ob- 
tained from London, through the kindness of Mr. B. F. Stevens, so well 
known to navy men. 

Compressed pea soup tablets, a German preparation. Each tablet 
contains pea meal, bouillon extract, and seasoning and, when crumbled 
and stirred into boiling water, will make a quart of nutritious and palat- 
able soup. 

Beef meal pemmican and beef meal and cocoa tablets, prepared ex- 
pressly for the expedition. Both of these preparations are experimental, 
but there seems every reason to believe that they may prove a valuable 
addition to the menu of Arctic sledge parties. The beef cocoa tablets, it 
is anticipated, will be valuable as a lunch while marching, when it is not 
desirable to halt for a regular meal. 

Evaporated cabbage, potatoes, onions, turnips, and carrots have been 
prepared expressly for the expedition. Evaporated apples and potatoes 
will form part of the daily bill of fare. The items marked * m the fol- 
lowing provision list are all packed in rectangular sealed tins, containing 
twenty-five pounds net each, and two tins are packed in a close box. 
The gross weight of each box does not exceed seventy pounds, and every 
box and package is stencilled with its contents. Here is the provision 
list : 

Tea,* coffee,* sugar,* condensed milk, hard bread," corn meal,* rice,* 
hominy,* lard, pemmican, breakfast bacon, canned corned beef, salmon, 
baked beans, canned corn, canned peas, evaporated apples,* potatoes,* 
cabbage,* onions,* turnips,* and carrots,* canned tomatoes, assorted 
fruits, maple sugar, cranberry jam, compressed pea soup,* salt, chocolate, 
cocoa, corn starch, pickles, raisins, vinegar, pepper, ginger, mustard, 
cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, lemon extract, vanilla extract, Worcestershire 
sauce, ketchup, hops, lime juice, yeast powder, Liebig extract, plum 
pudding, extract of coffee, beef meal pemmican, beef meal and cocoa 
tablets. 

The sledge ration, unless experience suggests a modification, will con- 
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sist of pemmican, cranberry jam, hard bread, pea soup, tea, and con- 
densed milk. 

THE HOUSE TO BE BUILT AT WHALE SOUND. 

Next to the food supply comes the house. This will be a light 12x20 
structure (inside measurement) with double walls enclosing a ten-inch 
air space. There will be a triangular air space between the ceiling of the 
rooms and the roof sheathing, and the rooms will have three layers of 
tarred paper between them and the exterior air. The walls of the rooms 
will be hung at first with blankets, and later probably with skins. 

The house will be surrounded by a wall of stones, turf, and snow as 
high as the eaves, leaving a narrow passage entirely around the house, 
and during the winter this space and the roof of the house itself will be 
covered in with a thick layer of snow. 

THE EQUIPMENT. 

The expedition will have two whale boats, built expressly for it, and 
supposed to be the best that can be made. 

One of these, built by S. H. Mitchell of New Bedford, is 28 feet long, 
6 feet beam, and 28 inches deep amidships. This boat weighs 800 pounds, 
and carries one sprit sail and a large jib. The other built by Reeves & 
Comstock, of New London, Conn., is 28 feet long, 6 feet beam, and 24. 
inches deep, and weighs 600 pounds. It has two masts, sliding gun- 
ter rig, and a jib. Both boats have white cedar planking and white oak 
frames and knees, and are fitted with steel keel shoes, and sleeping 
cuddies, and each has a rudder and tiller, a steering oar, five pulling 
oars, and a grapnel. 

One of these boats has been named the Mary Peary, after the mother 
to whom I owe so much, whose prayers, if earnest human appeals 
have power to influence the Infinite, will bring the expedition back 
successful. 

The other has been named the Faith, after the sturdy boat which 
thirty-six years ago brought Dr. Kane and his brave companions back to 
friends and civilization, past the same cliffs and bays that will know this 
new Faith. There will be several sledges, includmg the two made and 
used by me in Greenland in 1886. The new ones, though of the same 
type, will be lighter than the old ones. 

Each member of the party will have Indian snow-shoes and Nor- 
wegian " ski," moccasins and rubber ice creepers. The alcohol stoves 
will be very light, with asbestos jacketed boilers. The sleeping bags will 
be of elk skin. All special clothing taken, from here will be woollen 
fur clothing to be obtained at Whale Sound. 

Special items are heavy grades of hygienic underwear, blanket com- 
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bination suits, blanket and knit mittens and socks, blanket coats with 
hoods, knit hoods, and heavy knit stockings. 

Each member of the party will have a Winchester 44-calibre repeat- 
ing carbine and a hunting knife. There will be also a Winchester 45- 
calibre repeating rifle, a Winchester repeating shot-gun, 10 gauge; a 
Daly three-barrel gun, shot barrels 10 gauge, rifle barrel, 45-calibre, and 
Colt's frontier revolvers. 

The Winchester and Daly shot-guns take the same shell, the 45-calibre 
Winchester and the Daly rifle-barrel take the same cartridge, and the 
Winchester carbines and Coitus revolvers use the same cartridges. 

The other articles of my equipment are as follows : 

THE SURVEYING OUTFIT. 

This comprises one traveller's theodolite, arranged expressly for the work, by Pauth & Co., 
with prismatic eye-piece, colored glasses, striding level, and 6*^ inch vertical circle, reaching 
to ID seconds. 

One sextant, 7 inch, with artificial horizon and extra mercury. 

One pocket sextant. 

Three pocket half chronometers, made for the expedition by the Howard Watch Company. 

One prismatic compass. 

One sledge compass. 

Seven pocket compasses. 

Three aneroids, reaching to 12,000 leet. 

One aneroid, reaching to 8,000 feet. 

One aneroid, reaching to 3,000 feet. 

One Henderson's self-registering pocket thermo-batometer, by Queen & Co., with set of 
extra thermometers by Green. 

One one-hundred foot steel tape. 

Two fifty-foot steel tapes. 

Three odometeis. 

One field-glass. 

Two spy-glasses. 

One deep-sea thermometer. 

METEOROLOGICAL OUTFIT. 

One observatory barometer. Green,' No. 2. 
One hygrometer. 

Four sets maximum and minimum thermometers. 
Six special minimum thermometers graduated to — 68° F. 
Two special minimum thermometers graduated to— 80° F. 
Six mercurial thermometers. 
One anemometer. 

The photographic outfit consists of three kodaks. No. 4, 4x5, made for the expedition, and 
2,000 films. 

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 

Oil stoves. 

Japanese kiros. 

Navy blue lights and signals, 

Rockets. 

Burning glasses, flint and steel, pocket lamps, and many other articles too insignificant to 
mention, yet of importance in a region where not even a piece of string or a paper of pins can 
be obtained. 
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l-HE VOYAGE TO WHALE SOUND. 

The party will go from New York to Whale Sound in the steamer 
Kite, owned by Bowring Bros., of St. Johns, N. F. She will leave New 
York with the expedition on or about June 6. The Kite is a barkentine- 
rigged vessel, built for a whaler but used principally as a sealer. She 
can steam "jYi knots, and has been thoroughly overhauled and additional 
cabin accommodations put into her for the party. 

She is a stanch, strong vessel, and is considered especially adapted for 
the voyage. After the North Greenland party is landed at Whale Sound 
she will be taken charge of by Professor Heilprin of the Philadelphia 
Academy scientific expedition for a two-months' scientific cruise in Arc- 
tic waters. 

Although it is impossible to mention all to whom I am under obliga- 
tions for courtesies and encouragement, I cannot omit to mention some 
to whom I am especially indebted. 

To Profs. Lee and Young and the President and other members of the 
faculty of Bowdoin College, my alma mater, to Prof. F. W. Putnam of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, to Judge 
Daly, to President Adams and the Executive Committee of the Geograph- 
ical Department of the Brooklyn Institute, to the late distinguished 
President Leidy and the Council of the Academy of National Sciences 
of Philadelphia, I am indebted for cordial and most valuable endorse- 
ment of my project. 

To Secretary Tracy I am indebted for my leave, for his approval of my 
project, and for his kindly interest in my plans ; and to Commodore 
Farquhar and Chief Engineer Melville, chiefsrespectively of the Bureaus 
of Yards and Docks and Steam Engineering, for kindly offices which no 
others were in a position to render so effectively. 

To the National Geographic Society I am under obligations for its 
interest in my work, and to the society and Miss Ulrica Dahlgren for a 
beautiful flag to be carried to the " farthest." 

Though friends in the Portland Society of Natural History and others 
have accompanied their wishes for success with tangible enclosures, 
it is to the American Geographical Society, and particularly to the 
efforts of the active, enthusiastic members of the North Greenland Com- 
mittee of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, Profs. Leidy, 
Sharp, Heilprin, and Brinton, Mr. Hart, and Drs. Ruschenberger and 
McCook, that I am indebted for the sinews of war necessary, in addition 
to my own resources, to fit out my expedition. 

And when the unlooked-for point blank refusal of the Dundee whaling 
companies and the director of the Greenland trade to give my party 
transportation to Greenland in any of their vessels, on any terms,.made 
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it necessary to charter a vessel for the purpose, Prof. Putnam in behalf 
of his Department of Ethnography of the World's Fair, Mr. Verhoeflf, 
and the organization by the Philadelphia Academy of a party of scien- 
tific men to make an extended scientific cruise, assured the additional 
funds necessary to meet the more than double expense. 

To the press of the country I am indebted for its exceptionally friendly 
attitude toward my project. This fact has been as pleasant to me as it 
has been entirely unexpected. 

R. E. Peary, U. S. N. 



